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Transforming the RHS prescence

BY DORIS MOULTEN, PRESIDENT

Some of you may not
have been to RHS head-
quarters lately and so I
would like to take you
on a tour and show you
what changes have taken
place since I became
President last February. (I
am not taking credit for
these changes but I am
most grateful they have
occurred).

On approaching the
building you would
note that all the trim is
now a dark green — no
more peeling paint and
the new color is the
original one. Also, the
entrance on the Seeley
side has lovely brick
pavers framed by small
evergreens (planted by
Herman and Lois Schell).

Inside you would see

a new dining room set
(donated by Carl and
Elaine Spencer), and that
the office has arttractive
chairs and a vertical file
that we obtained gratis,
through the efforts of
Sue Cummings, an active
volunteer.

Upstairs, our li-
brary/reference room is
really getting into shape,
thanks to newly installed,
and archivally correct,
steel shelves that hold
part of our collection
of books, binders and
photographs. Wander
down into the basement
and see more work in
progress — we are begin-
ning to put our own
institutional files into six
new metal file cabinets
that were purchased by
Peg Kapustiak.

Since February, we
have had Carol Flynn
staffing our office from 2
to 5 p.m. from Monday
to Friday to answer que-
ries from our members
and the community at
large.

1 think our volunteers
and board members are
wonderful, and I am
very grateful for all they
do. We couldn’t possibly
finish our tour without
exploring the real reason
for RHS’ existence, our
collections.

Odur latest exhibit,
Better Homes in Amer-
ica, which features part
of our collections having
to do with the "20s, was
painstakingly researched
and mounted by Carol
Flynn, Jennifer Kenny
and Linda Lamberty, and

will continue through
January.

Work is always going
on behind the scenes as
we try to answer requests,
accession our collections
and put them in order.
Our mission is twofold
-- preserve the history
of our community and
maintain our wonderful,
architecturally signifi-
cant house and grounds.
Every dollar and every
hour of volunteer work
counts. Thank you for
your membership, for
your purchase of brick
pavers, and for your con-
tributions to our Annual
Fund drive.

I hope to see you at
RHS soon. I hope some
of you are inspired to
volunteer to assist in
areas of interest to you.

POOLE, FROM PAGE 1

stock market news for 15
minutes twice a day, five
days a week, from The
Chicago Stockyards — on
Radio station WLS for
18 years and WGN for
2 years and contributed
regularly to 12 different
publications.

James Edward Poole
was born May 27, 1863
in Poole, Dorset, Eng-
land, and passed away
March 28, 1945 in his
home, 10732 Longwood
Drive where his family
had resided since 1921,
He is buried in M.
Hope Cemetery. His
wife, the former Cath-
crine Neasey of Clinton,
Towa, and a daughter
Jane Elizabeth, survived
him.

In his boyhood the
family moved to Toronto
and his first job was as re-
porter and later livestock
editor of the Winnipeg
Free Press in Manitoba.
Eventually his interest
in the livestock industry
brought him to Chicago
to join A.C. Halliwell,
publisher of the Daily
Drovers Journal, later
named the Chicago Daily
Live Stock World.

[Ed. note: Halliwell,
who built the large white
house at 10628 Long-
wood just south of RHS
might well have influ-
enced the Poole family to
settle in Beverly.]

In 1918 Poole began
public relations work for
the Chicago Live

Stock Exchange. While
carrying on the radio
and public speaking
responsibilities of this
position, he also was
doing free lance writing
for numerous agricultural
newspapers and journals.
When he left the Yards in
1940 he concluded fifty-
three years of work in the
Chicago Stock Yards as a
reporter of Midwestern
agricultural and livestock
news. He continued
radio reporting for WLS
and later WGN, uncil his
death in 1945. Jim the
storyteller enjoyed telling
how, walking around
Market Street in Liver-
pool in April of 1912,

he chanced to meet John
Clay, a prominent

commission man in the
Chicago Stock Yards. Mr.
Clay invited him to a
house party at his home
in Kelso, Scotland. At
first Jim chose to return
home; however, when
he heard the names

on Clay’s guest list, he
couldn’t resist the oppor-
tunity to discuss livestock
trends with some of the
leading cattlemen in
Scotland. (Privately, Jim
admirtted the deciding
factor was Clay’s casual
remark that he had just
ordered a case of Scotch
whiskey for his house
party.) John Clay told
him the news of the Ti-
tanic sinking with these
words: “Jimmy, I saved

your life.”

Pride in our history, pride in our neighborhood

BY CAROL FLYNN

The Ridge Histori-
cal Society was founded
in the early 1970’s as
a direct result of the
Beverly Hills/Morgan
Park community’s efforts
to preserve the neighbor-
hood’s unique character
in Chicago. The mission
of the Society is to col-
lect, preserve and make
available for public use
the documents, photo-
graphs, artifacts and the
like that have value or
interest with relation to
the history of the com-
munity. The mission also
includes encouraging the
interest of the residents
of the area in its history
through programs, exhib-
its and services.

RHS proudly resides

in the beautiful, historic
Graver-Diriscoll House
on Longwood Drive,
which was donated to
RHS by James Driscoll
in 1972. This man-
sion/museum houses
the collection of RHS

— all the historic records,
photographs, costumes,
newspapers, maps and
artifacts that have been
donated or collected and
date back as far as the
1830’s to the first settler,
Dewitt Lane.

Loads of information
Information and ma-
terials about the land and
the Native Americans
who lived here include
fossils, glacial rocks and
curios. There is an Archi-
tectural Resource Center

already in place and the
Library is coming along.
Volunteer research associ-
ates help many people
research their historic
houses and family trees,
and also help people and
groups with research
projects that involve the
history of this area.

Depends on dues

As a non-government,
not-for-profit associa-
tion, the Society’s income
is dependent upon the
dues of its members,
donations, proceeds from
programs and services,
and the sale of merchan-
dise. Increasingly, grants
from outside agencies are
being applied for to help
with specific intentions.

The Society belongs

to YOU, its members.

Your interest

in history and
commitment

to the mission
are what keeps
the Society
going. Mem-
bers receive the
newsletter quar-
terly, and free or
reduced fees for
programs and
services.

Please con-
tinue to show
your pride in
your communi-
ty’s heritage by
renewing your
membership
today.

It is now annual
membership renewal time
for the Ridge Historical
Society. An increase in the
dues amounts for the
various categories has
become necessary because

of increased costs in
ufilities, museum mainte-
nance, and archiving and
storing the collection. The
envelope to submit your
membership renewal
payment is enclosed with
this newsletter.

It’s almost time to think

BY HERMAN SCHELL
Do you have a rake,

work gloves, a little bit of

time? We here at the

Ridge Historical Society
(RHS) are thinking
spring. We know that it

spring

is on its way and we want
to be ready. In prepa-
ration we are making
plans for cleaning up

the grounds around the
house and driveway. You
can help.

Our plan is to meet,
weather permitting, a
couple of evenings a
week during April and
early May, maybe a week-
end day, to get a start on
the grounds. We would
like to hear from you to
gauge the best times to

start our clean up project.

Scouts and students?
‘We are open to Scout-
ing groups and students

looking for service hours,
as well as neighbors who
do not have enough yard
work of their own to do.
(We know that you are
all in this same boat.)

Call Herman

The leader of our
ground clean-up cam-
paign is Herman Schell,

who can be reached at
773-445-8871, or leave a
message for him at RHS
773-881-1675. When
you call leave your name,
phone number and the
days that are best for you.

We are looking

forward to hearing from

you.
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BY HERMAN SCHELL
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time? We here at the
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(RHS) are thinking
spring. We know that it

spring

is on its way and we want
to be ready. In prepa-
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can help.

Our plan is to meet,
weather permitting, a
couple of evenings a
week during April and
early May, maybe a week-
end day, to get a start on
the grounds. We would
like to hear from you to
gauge the best times to

Scouts and students?
We are open to Scout-
ing groups and students

start our ClCﬂﬂ up PrOjCC[.

looking for service hours,
as well as neighbors who
do not have enough yard
work of their own to do.
(We know that you are
all in this same boat.)

Call Herman

The leader of our
ground clean-up cam-
paign is Herman Schell,
who can be reached at
773-445-8871, or leave a
message for him at RHS
773-881-1675. When
you call leave your name,
phone number and the
days that are best for you.

We are looking
forward to hearing from
you.



Set a goal to challenge yourself,
have fun and make a difference

Many thanks for Annual Fund donors, 2007
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1916 Morgan Park
team returns to life

BY SUE DELVES

A representative of
an old Morgan Park
family, Dr. Carleton
Dangremond, Jr., now
of Fountain Hills, Ariz.,
surprised the Delves at a
recent college reunion,
handing over an origi-
nal photograph of the
1916 Morgan Park High
School football team, the
school’s very first season.
Because all Dangremonds
are tall, it is easy to spot
his father Carleton, Sr.
and his Uncle “Biggee”-
-LeRoy.

It’s a perfect story.

Reunions, memories and
lucky finds

Visiting his sister in a

Chicago suburb on his
way to the reunion, Dan-
gremond checked out
what she was throwing in
the trash and salvaged the
framed picture, (covered
in and out with dust

and grime from years in
attics).

Historian’s dream

Taking the picture
from the frame, we
discovered the historian’s
dream: identification,
including name, nick-
name and position and
underlined seniors and
notation of who received
an emblem.

Frequently we attend
high school reunions

hoping to make RHS

High School foothall

contacts with families

who have left the arca.
This past summer we

were invited to attend
three reunions.

At one of these we
sold a number of our Ar-
cadia books, “Chicago’s
Beverly/Morgan Park
Neighborhood,” three
new memberships, and
quite a few prints of a
nostalgia montage of old
businesses in Beverly/
Morgan Park -- “Symbols
of the Sixties.”

Artist Susan Engle Bu-
dash of Buffalo, N.Y., a
MPHS graduate in 1966
created the drawing.

We also promoted
our brick paver project, a
nice opportunity to

memorialize someone, or
just to honor them.

Books available

We remind you that
these are ongoing gift
opportunities. Books can
be ordered through
our website at www.
ridgehistoricalsociety.org
for $20 plus $1.50 for
mailing; a brick paver is
$100; and the framable
nostalgia print (11" x
14”) is $25, plus mailing.

The print is also being
sold at Heritage Gallery,
1915 W. 103rd St.

This original photograph of the 1916 Morgan Park High School football team, the school’s very first season, includes Carleton Dangremond,

Sr. and Uncle “Biggee” LeRoy, was donated by Dr. Carleton Dangremond, Jr.
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135 Years of Education and Community
St. Margaret of Scotland Roman Catholic Church 1874 - 2009

Can you help us?

Next year in 2009,

St. Margarer of Scotland
Church will celebrate its
135th Anniversary. Many
of you and many of your
neighbors went to school
there or lived in Wash-
ingron Heights.

Recently, we obtained
a several more resources
on St. Margarert’s, which
expand its history and
tell of its community
prior to 1950. That story
will be featured in this
and subsequent newslet-
ters during 2008. Yer,
it is only half the story,
because we need you to
tell us about its next 60
plus years.

Those of us born since
1945 tend to think of
history as “the old days,”
not as the “current days”
or “the days I remember.”
But history is indeed
that. It is your history;
itis the history of your
childhood and of your
children’s and grandchil-
dren’s childhood.

Part |

St. Margaret of Scot-
land Roman Catholic
Church, located at 9839

South Throop Street in
the Washington Heights
area of Chicago was
founded in 1874, but the
history of Catholics in
our neighborhood is at
least fifteen years older.

1861 to 1874 History
of Washington Heights:
St. Benedicts Church in
Blue Island was the first
Roman Catholic Church
in the rural area south
and west of Chicago.
Sometime after 1861 a
mission church named
Sacred Heart was started.
Sacred Heart Church,
like St. Benedicts, was
along Vincennes Road,
which was a major traffic
route into Chicago from
the southern sections of
Illinois and Indiana.

At about the same
time the Sister of Our
Lady founded a school
which they named the
Educational Academy of
Our Lady, at about 95th
and Throop Street.

In 1874 this area
was incorporated as the
village of Washington
Heights. The Blue Island
Land and Development
Company had began to
sell lots in 1872 along
and below
the Blue Is-
land Ridge
in the
area now
known
as Wash-
ingron
Heights,
Beverly
Hills and
Morgan
Park. Some

lots that were 25 feet
wide sold for only $200
and $300 apiece but for
many, many yeas most of
the surrounding area was
still farms and muddy
swamps.

From State Street to
Palos and from 87th to
the Sag Canal: In 1874
the parish of St. Margaret
of Scotland was formed.
It covered a very large
area, from State Street to
the east, to 96th Avenue
(what is now LaGrange
Road) to the west and
from 87th Street on the
north to 119th Street on
the south (the Calumet
Sag Channel).

Those areas are now
the towns and villages
of Palos Hills, Worth,
Oak Lawn, Evergreen
Park, Alsip, Merrionette
Park and the Chicago
area neighborhoods of
Beverly Hills, Morgan
Park, East Morgan Park,
Washington Heights, Mt.
Greenwood, Brainerd,
Gresham, Longwood
Manor, Fernwood,
Roseland and West
Pullman. Masses for St.
Margarets were originally
held in the chapel of the
Academy of Our Lady in
Sacred Heart Chapel on
95th Street.

The earliest parish-
ioners of St. Margaret’s
were German Catholics
from Prussia, Westphalia
and Bavaria, plus Catho-
lics from Ireland (called
Hibernia in the church
records) and Luxemburg.
The first baptism records
date back to January of

1874. The first pastors
were Rev. Bruno Riess,
O.S.B. an immigrant
from Bavaria who served
from 1874 to 1876 and
Father Utto Huber, who
was also born in Bavaria,
and was pastor until
1892.

The School Sisters
of Notre Dame: The
original one room school
was operated by the
School Sisters of Notre
Dame. They named their
school the Academy of
Our Lady. They also had
boarding facilities for lo-
cal students such as those
who lived in Kensington,
which was too far to walk
back and forth to school.
After St. Margaret’s
built its own school the
Academy was renamed
Longwood Academy for
Girls.

[Ed Note: RHS has
very little information in
our files about Long-
wood Academy. Can any
of our members share
that with us?]

RHS has a map drawn
by Mrs. Heinemann
who pointed out that in
the year 1874 the school
“Sisters of Notre Dame
(A.O.L.)” was located on
the south side of 95th
Street just west of what
is now known as Throop
Street. The abbreviation
stands for Academy of
Our Lady. It was one of
the first schools to open
in the area and was co-
educational.
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Ridge hosts book signing on new Chief O’Neill biography

Ellen Skerret, Morgan
Park neighbor and pro-
lific author on the Irish,
Catholicism, historic
churches and now Chief
Francis O’Neill, will
sign her new book at the
Beverly Art Center, Sun-
day, March 30th, from
3-5pm. This remark-
able memoir penned by
O’Neill and edited by
Skerret and Mary Lesch,
O’Neill’s great grand-
daughter, follows O’Neill
from famine ravished
County Cork, Ireland
to the streets of Chicago
shortly before the Great
Fire of 1871 until his
death in 1936.

Chief O’Neill’s
Sketchy Recollections of
an Eventful Life in Chi-
cago places the memoirist
at the Pullman strike of
1894, the railway strike

of 1903, and the pack-
inghouse strike of 1904.
He reflected especially on
the corruption that kept
him subject to powerful
aldermen. Yet, O’Neill
eventually rose to be
chief of police and his
story offers perspective
on the inner workings of
the police department at
the turn of the twentieth
century.

In addition to his pro-
fessional success, O’Neill
is widely remembered
and beloved for his hob-
by, preserving traditional
Irish music. Join the
RHS in welcoming Ms.
Skerret and Mary Lesch
by listening to their
stories of O’Neill, getting
a copy of the book for
yourself, and if we are
lucky, hearing some of
the traditional

Irish music O’Neill saved
from obscurity.

O’Neill provides valu-
able insights into the two
very different and equally
remarkable phases of his
life: the rise from the
ranks to the position of
General Superintendent
of Chicago Police, and
the passion for Irish
history and traditional
music that drove him
to preserve hundreds of
tunes for future gen-
erations.” --Dr. Charles
Fanning, director of Irish
studies, Southern Illinois
University Carbondale.

Francis O’Neill was
born to a farming fam-
ily in County Cork in
Ireland in 1848. He left
home in 1865 and died a
true Chicagoan in 1936.
Mary Lesch is Francis
O’Neill’s great-grand-

daughter. She is now re-
tired and divides her time
berween
Chi-
cago and
Harbert,
Michi-
gan.

Ellen
Skerrete is
currently
writing
a history
of Loyola
Univer-
sity Chicago. She is the
co-author and editor
of number of books on
Catholicism and Chi-
cago, including At the
Crossroads: Old Saint
Patrick’s and the Chicago
Irish (Wild onion Books,
1997).

Books will be available
for $30.

ARETCHY BECOLLECTIONS
OF AN EVENTIUL LIFE 1N CHICAGD

Mati Maldre photographs: 1968-2008

The Beverly Arts
Center, 2407 W. 111th
St., Chicago, IL
April 4 - May 4, 2008;

Opening Reception: Fri-

day, April 4, 7-9 p.m.
The exhibit Mati Mal-

dre Photographs: 1968-

Crescent Park, 115th & Bell, was designed by Jens Jensen in
1909. Photographed by Mati Maldre in 2007, printed in 2008.

Ridge!Historical'Society/Record XeXSpring!2008

2008 captures Maldre’s
diverse photographic
work. View camera
architectural photo-
graphs, documentary and
traditional photographs,
and experimental photo-
graphic projects will fill
the Beverly Arts Center’s
galleries.

Maldre’s earliest view
camera work from the
1968 Chicago Lakefront
through his latest view
camera project, The
Landscapes of Jens Jensen
in Beverly, completed
during 2006-2008 will
be included. Also exhib-
ited will be architectural
view camera projects
from Galena, Pullman,

City Churches, Chicago
Lakefront Bath Houses,
Beverly Hills/ Morgan
Park, Walter Burley
Griffin in America, The
Griffins in Australia;
Chicago Bungalows,
Prairie School in Beverly,
Commercial Buildings in
Beverly, The Streetscapes
of Beverly Hills & Mor-
gan Park.

Mati Maldre is an
Emeritus Professor of
Art at Chicago State
University, where he
taught photography for
35 years.
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